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e recently selected planning committee for the Bolivien Workers' Nationael ] .
Congress is composed of the following persons: Juen LECHIN, Nuflo CHAVEZ, ’ y
Roberto MENDEZ Tejads, and Arturo FORTUN, as govermment spokesmen; Antonio

GASPAR, miner; Antonio CORNEJO, bankworker; Arturo SELAEZ, schooltescher;

Andres ECHAGARAY, graphic worker; and Miguel ALANDIA Pantoje, artist-painter;

a8 the workers' representatives. GASPAR, CORNEJO, and SELAEZ ere 21l members :
of the Centro de Estudios Paz Estenssoro, a leftist politicsl 8 tudy group. E
ALANDIA and ECHAGARAY are leaders of the Trotskyist Partido Obrero Revolu-

oionario (POR). .

2. In'a preliminary report this committee has raised objections to instructions
, of President Victor PAZ Estenssoro to eliminate the Communists' influence in
- the labor movement. While the committee is disposed to take action against the
' Communists, it is et veriance with the President as to timing and degree. Com-
mittes members recognize that the Communist Party of Bolivia  (PCB) is no longer
the venguard of the proleteriat, end that there is no further need for working
agreements with the PCB. They argue at the seme time, however, thaet the
-Communists control an estimated 60-70% of the labor movement in the provinces
and at least 40% in La Paz. It is further argued thet therecent wage increases
were not commensurate with salery increases to the white-collar worke rs or the
increased cost of living, and that this pleces the labor leaders of the ¥
Movimiento Nacional ista Revolucionario (MNR) et & tremendous disadvantage in '
efforts to combat Communist influence in labor. The committee members there- '
fore believe that an anti-Communist cempaign at this time might bring about i
dengerous repercussions in the form of anti-govermment feeling and propaganda.

3. In spite of these objectives, it appears that the committee will, out of dis- :
cipline, follow the President's explicit orders to FORTUN, who as head of the
Comite Politico of the MNR was instructed to eliminate the Communists® influence
in Bolivien labor. As a preliminary step the committee hes suggested thet
representation at the Workers' National Congress be on g proportional basis,
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This, they feel, will eliminate excessive Communist attendance and insure an
MNR voting edge. MNR leaders are prepared to advocate & resolution at the
Congress which would outlew Communist participetion in labor matters.l Although
‘the MNR leaders expect this sction to cause strong repercussions, they feel
thet it will define the positions of the govermment end Communists toward one
enother once and for all, and that the govermment can withstend any opposition
to 1ts anti-Communist policy.

4. Waile Juen LECHIN is egreseble to the ultimate expulsion of the Communists- from
the Central Obrera Boliviana (GOB)é he believes thet this action should 'bé post~
poned at least until the congress.* LECHIN fears that a costly division in
Bolivian labor would result if the Communists were expelled from ths COB before
the workers! congress, FORTUN, on the other hand, believes that the government
is prepared to take drastic measures to insure government oontrol of the labor
sltuation,

B Afb,,phe‘ present time the MNR perty oontrols the labor movement in Le Paz, Oruro,
and Cgehabamba; while the PCB dominetes the labor activities in Beni, Potosi,
end Tarije. POR labor leaders control Sante Cruz, &nd Suore iz controlled by

the Christian Sooialist workers. ‘ 25X1A
1. M. It was pz"eviously reported mtha’c the Commu~ 25X1A
8ts have prepared to form e new labor orgasnization end when they are
expelled from the COB,. ’ 25X1X

2. *L‘,omment. LECHIN has recently chenged some of his political views
and is no longer & staunch enti-imperialist. As a practical psrson, he
recognlzes the need for foreignaid to Bolivia and the fact that 'this aid
ocan come only from the U, S.
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